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Teachersô Week 2012 
AMAWELE LAUNCH FIRST VOLUNTEER TEACHERSô WEEK  2012  

Amawele will embark on  its first  overseas volunteer trip in  February 2012.  

The Trip is exclusive to Teachers, all of whom will travel to Kokstad in              

KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.  Our Teachers will work on a variety of projects, 

including building and  educational projects with our twinned schools in the 

KwaZulu-Natal region. 

This is a life changing opportunity and a chance for you to visit our schools in 

rural South Africa, work with local teachers, communities and pupils for an in-

tensive weekôs programme. You will experience first hand the challenges and  

solutions local teachers face      everyday, this is your chance to make a real dif-

ference, Sign up today!  Just one week will change 

your life and the lives of so many in South Africa. 

Sign Up Today!  
Email; emma@amawele.org  

Amawele is proudly supported 

by Irish Aid  

(Irish Government agency for 

overseas development) 



ñIt was a great honour to receive this award today, it signifies the  
importance of our work and the valuable input from all our twinned 
schools in Ireland and South Africaò  Mark FitzGerald 

Congratulations 

from all at 

Amawele to the 

5th Class pupils 

from Clonburris 

National School 

on winning the 

Irish Aid Our 

World award. 

The pupils and 

their teacher 

Ms. Paula 

Galvin com-

piled a project 

entitled óA 

Bright Future Is 

In Our Handsô. 

They produced 

a book focused 

on the Millen-

nium Develop-

ment Goals and wrote an accompanying song. Clonburris was became a member of the Amawele project in 

2010 and is twinned  with Montagu Drive School in Western Cape South Africa. 

MARK FITZGERALD WINS PHILANTHROPIC AWARD  

CLONBURRIS NATIONAL SCHOOL WINS 

IRISH AID OUR WORLD AWARD 

Mark FitzGeraldôs vision and 

generous support for Amawele 

resulted in him winning the Inter-

national Philanthropist of the 

Year. Amawele is a charity which 

creates and supports partnerships 

between schools in Ireland and 

South Africa through curricular 

based activities and educational 

exchanges. The name óAmaweleô 

comes from the Xhosa word for 

ótwinsô. Mark FitzGerald was the 

driving force behind Amawele. As 

a parent in Kildare Place National 

School, and from his childrenôs 

involvement in a twinning project, 

he saw the potential from Irish 

schools engaging with schools in 

another country. Working with 

Amaweleôs staff, and board, 

Markôs vision is to develop mean-

ingful partnerships between school com-

munities in South Africa and Ireland, 

enabling the learning, sharing and ex-

periencing of local knowledge and issues. 

Through Markôs support, he has facili-

tated meetings with interested parties, 

has created funding opportunities for the 

organisation and has established a fund-

raising committee. Also through the 

Sherry FitzGerald countrywide network, 

he has promoted the work of Amawele to 

schools and local communities. The 

nomination for the award was supported 

by Temple Street as he has also been 

instrumental in the development of the 

Sherry FitzGerald ñYour Home Away 

From Home" project to assist Temple 

Street Childrenôs University Hospital in 

purchasing a house on Fontenroy Street 

in Dublin 7 for use as parent's accommo-

dation.  

AMAWELE EXPAND 

INTO COMMUNITY 

FOOD GARDENS 

Due to the success of our school 

garden projects across South Af-

rica we are planning to expand 

into community food gardens.  

This sill have a major positive 

impact on the communities where 

our schools are based, it will ad-

dress the issues around, hunger, 

nutrition, food security and em-

power local people to produce a 

food source and a possible income 

source.  If you feel you could help 

us contact us today at:  

info@amawele.org  
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